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Introduction

Summary
In the 1950–70s the heraldic artist and scholar Jan Raneke catalogued and 

systemised more than ten thousand medieval coats of arms. The arms were 

documented in index cards with hand painted shields and several text fields. The 

Swedish Heraldry Society is running a project to digitize and make this unique material 

available to a broader audience. The most recent development in the project is that 

Archival holding C, the largest, most complete and well-ordered part of the archive, 

has been made available online. 

Overview of the Archival Holdings

Archival Holding C

www.heraldik.se

Archival 
holding 

Description Format Number of 
cards 

Relative size comparison 

A Large needle cards in 
alphabetical order in 
boxes. Complete coats of 
arms, both hand drawn 
and cut-and-paste pictures. 
Created late 1950s. 

Card: 147×102 
mm 
Picture area: 
52×75 mm 

Ca 1600 

 
B Slim needle cards 

geographically ordered in 
boxes. Also plain white 
cards without punched 
holes. Arms hand drawn in 
a shield template. Ca 1960. 

Card:  
148×65 mm 
Shield:  
25×30 mm 

Ca 2800, 
whereof ca 
2100 proper 
needle cards 
and ca 700 
plain cards 

 

C Index cards in plastic 
pockets in binders, 
geographical and thematic 
order. Arms hand drawn in 
a shield template. 
1960/70s. 

Card:  
118×51 mm 
Shield:  
25×30 mm 

8762, plus ca 
600 in boxes, 
whereof many 
are similar to 
the cards in 
the binders 

 

 

Given Nr Given Name of Binder

No of pdf-

pages

No of 

Cards

Sequence 

No [from]

Sequence 

No [to]

1 England-Wales 146 255 10001 10255

2 France 1 106 180 10256 10435

3 France 2 42 88 10436 10523

4 Lorraine 119 320 10524 10843

5 Brabant 1 106 293 10844 11136

6 Brabant 2 126 375 11137 11511

7 Brabant 3 87 207 11512 11718

8 Geldern 120 218 11719 11936

9 Norway 121 454 11937 12390

10 Denmark 1 92 264 12391 12654

11 Denmark 2 109 354 12655 13008

12 Denmark 3 113 384 13009 13392

13 Holstein 122 292 13393 13684

14 Mecklenburg 1 104 248 13685 13932

15 Mecklenburg 2 66 203 13933 14135

16 Pomerania 115 264 14136 14399

17 Lower Saxony 120 262 14400 14661

18 Westfalen 1 100 283 14662 14944

19 Westphalia  2 112 384 14945 15328

20 Westphalia  3 98 299 15329 15627

21 Westphalia-Mecklenburg 36 29 15628 15656

22 Rheinland 1 104 276 15657 15932

23 Rheinland 2 112 323 15933 16255

24 Rheinland 3 68 204 16256 16459

25 Franconia 157 384 16460 16843

26 Thuringia 1 131 358 16844 17201

27 Thuringia 2 120 377 17202 17578

28 Anhalt 131 348 17579 17926

29 Brandenburg 100 245 17927 18171

30 Florence-Tuscany 98 267 18172 18438

31 Baltics 50 147 18439 18585

32 Poland-Eastern Europe 51 177 18586 18762

SUM: 3282 8762

Organized Geographically and According to Classification
The index cards in Archival holding C were originally kept in plastic pockets and 

grouped geographically in 32 binders arranged according to a division of Europe 

into 94 heraldic regions. Within each area, the arms were then arranged according 

to Jan Raneke’s classification system for the contents of the shield. 

Geographical Coverage of the Heraldic Regions

Holding B: 

Dark yellow: Extensive coverage. 

Light yellow: Some coverage. 

Holding C: 

Dark red: Extensive coverage (designated binder). 

Light red: Some coverage. 

Blue: Covered by the cards of C-type in boxes. 

Overlap between B and C: 

Orange: Extensive coverage in both. 

Red stripes: Some cards in C. 

Black stripes: Some cards in B.

The Digitizing Procedure
Since the exact position of each card in the set of binders carry information, the 

entire archival holding has been scanned from beginning to end without removing 

the cards from the plastic pockets. These overview pdfs are available for each 

binder. Each card has then been numbered sequentially and individually scanned. 

The card images are available in galleries grouped per binder.

For a full presentation of the archive and the project, please refer to:
Henric Åsklund: The Jan Raneke Archive of Coats of Arms in Medieval Europe, Proceedings of the 

XXXIst International Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic Sciences. Oslo 2014, Slektshistorisk

forlag, Oslo 2015, p. 437-446. [Available online at heraldik.se]

Now Available Online
The full archival holding C is now 

available on the website of the 

Swedish Heraldry Society at  

http://www.heraldik.se.
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