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Abstract

ÅIn the 1950-70s the heraldic artist and 

scholar Jan Ranekecatalogued and systemized 

thousands of medieval coats of arms

ÅThe arms were documented in index cards 

with hand painted shields and several text 

fields

ÅThe Swedish Heraldry Society is running a 

project to digitize and make available this 

unique material 
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Jan Raneke5/4 1914 ï14/10 2007
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Jan Raneke, PhD, AIH
ÅHeraldic artist, active for more than 60 years

ÅPhD in Art History: The BergshammarArmorial - a study 
in medieval heraldry (Lund University 1975)

ÅAuthor/illustrator/editor of several books and articles:

Å Active in several associations, societies, foundations, 
committees and academies: 
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Focus on medieval heraldry
Å1950/60/70s: Cataloguing of medieval coats of arms

Å1975: The BergshammarArmorial - a study in medieval heraldry

Å1982-85: Swedish Medieval Coats of Arms I-III
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Archival Holdings A, B and C
Holding A

Needle cards#1

1950s, 3 boxes

Alphabetical order

Ca 1600 cards

Holding B

Needle cards#2

1950/60s

6 boxes

Geographical order

Ca 2100/2800 cards
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Holding C

Index cards, 1960/70s

Geographical order

32 binders with 8762 cards 

ñAnnexò to Holding C

Miscellaneous order

Ca 600 index cards

(~200 ñC-typeò)

Directory of English cut-

and-paste CoAs

Alphabetical order

Ca 2800 items
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B

C

Notches:

Å Name

Å Shield

Å Origin



Map of heraldic regions
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1. Cornwall, Dev. ,Dor. ,Som.

2. Wilts.,Hamps.,Hants.,Berks. 

3. Sussex, Surrey 

4. Kent 

5. Essex

6. Middles.,Herts., Bucks., Oxon. 

7. Hereford, Worcs., Gloucs. 

8. Norfolk, Suffolk 

9. Cambridges.. Hunts., Bedf. 

10. Warwicks, Norts., Rutland 

11. Schropsh., Staffs. , Salop 

12. Lincolnshire 

13. Derby, Notts., Leics.

14. Cheshire, Lancs., Westm. 

15. Yorkshire

16. Northumb.,Cumberl.,Durham 

17. Wales

18. Skottland

19. Irland

20. Ile de France, Berry 

21. Normandie

22. Poitou, Anjou 

23. Artois 

24. Champagne

25. Vermandois

26. Bretagne 

27. Beauvais 

28. Bourgogne 

29. Flandern

30. Gascogne

31. Toulouse 

32. Auvergne 

33. Provence 

34. Savoyen

35. Västschweiz

36. Östschweiz, Tyrolen

37. Lothringen

38. Luxemburg 

39. Brabant 

40. Hainaut 

41. Geldern

42. Holland

43. Frisland

44. Portugal 

45. Leon 

46. Aragon, Navarra 

47. Kastiljen

48. Sydspanien

49. Norge

50. Finland

51. Nordsverige

52. Uppland, Sörmland

53. Västergötland

54. Östergötland

55. Småland

56. Skåneland

57. Själland

58. Fyn, Langeland

59. Nordjylland

60. Sydjylland

61. Holstein 

62. Mecklenburg 

63. Pommern

64. Niedersachsen 

65. Westfalen

66. Rhenlandet

67. Franken 

68. Schwaben

69. Bayern 

70. Thyringen

71. Meissen

72. Anhalt

73. Altmark

74. Prignitz

75. Mittelmark

76. Neumark

77. Lausitz

78. Schlesien

79. Ostmark

80. Steiermark

81. Kärnten

82. Lombardiet

83. Verona, Friaul

84. Tuscien

85. Mellanitalien

86. Syditalien

87. Baltikum

88. Altpreussen

89. Kassuben

90. Polen

91. Böhmen, Mähren

92. Ungern

93. Ost-Sydosteuropa

94. France Comté



Archival Holding A

The Jan Raneke Archive of Coats of Arms in Medieval Europe

Needle/edge-notched card with information bearing holes/notches

Size of the card: 147*102 mm, Area for CoA: 52*75 mm



Hand drawn pictures
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Cut-and-paste pictures
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Archival Holding B
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Needle/edge-notched card with information bearing holes/notches

Size of the card: 148*65 mm

Size of the shield: 25*30 mm

Described in:Heraldisk Tidsskrift nr 1/1960



All shields are hand drawn
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Geographically ordered, 

but a bit of a messé

Ca 2100 needle cards

Ca 700 òwhiteò cards

Some regions are 

duplicated



A range from sketch to finished card
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Archival Holding C

Plain index card

Size of the card: 118*51 mm

Sizeof the shield: 25*30 mm
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32 ring binders with 1337 sheets of plastic pockets
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Primary order: Geographical

Secondary order: Classification of CoA



Geographicalcoverage
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1. Cornwall, Dev. ,Dor. ,Som.

2. Wilts.,Hamps.,Hants.,Berks. 

3. Sussex, Surrey 

4. Kent 

5. Essex

6. Middles.,Herts., Bucks., Oxon. 

7. Hereford, Worcs., Gloucs. 

8. Norfolk, Suffolk 

9. Cambridges.. Hunts., Bedf. 

10. Warwicks, Norts., Rutland 

11. Schropsh., Staffs. , Salop 

12. Lincolnshire 

13. Derby, Notts., Leics.

14. Cheshire, Lancs., Westm. 

15. Yorkshire

16. Northumb.,Cumberl.,Durham 

17. Wales

18. Skottland

19. Irland

20. Ile de France, Berry 

21. Normandie

22. Poitou, Anjou 

23. Artois 

24. Champagne

25. Vermandois

26. Bretagne 

27. Beauvais 

28. Bourgogne 

29. Flandern

30. Gascogne

31. Toulouse 

32. Auvergne 

33. Provence 

34. Savoyen

35. Västschweiz

36. Östschweiz, Tyrolen

37. Lothringen

38. Luxemburg 

39. Brabant 

40. Hainaut 

41. Geldern

42. Holland

43. Frisland

44. Portugal 

45. Leon 

46. Aragon, Navarra 

47. Kastiljen

48. Sydspanien

49. Norge

50. Finland

51. Nordsverige

52. Uppland, Sörmland

53. Västergötland

54. Östergötland

55. Småland

56. Skåneland

57. Själland

58. Fyn, Langeland

59. Nordjylland

60. Sydjylland

61. Holstein 

62. Mecklenburg 

63. Pommern

64. Niedersachsen 

65. Westfalen

66. Rhenlandet

67. Franken 

68. Schwaben

69. Bayern 

70. Thyringen

71. Meissen

72. Anhalt

73. Altmark

74. Prignitz

75. Mittelmark

76. Neumark

77. Lausitz

78. Schlesien

79. Ostmark

80. Steiermark

81. Kärnten

82. Lombardiet

83. Verona, Friaul

84. Tuscien

85. Mellanitalien

86. Syditalien

87. Baltikum

88. Altpreussen

89. Kassuben

90. Polen

91. Böhmen, Mähren

92. Ungern

93. Ost-Sydosteuropa

94. France Comté



Distribution of the cards per primary regions
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NB! All cards are counted on the primary region of their binder  



The references are imperative

FAW = Fahne: GeschichtederWesphälischenGeschlechter

G144 = GelreôsWapenboek(Edition Victor Bouton1881)
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Tiny works of art
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Background to the digitizing project 
ÅSpring 2007: Jan himself raises the question of his 

heraldic estate

ÅSummer/Autumn 2007: Jan brings his archive into 
order

ÅEarly 2008: First applications for grants are made

ÅSpring 2008: The archive is deposited at Lund 
University Library 

Å2009/2012: Funds are granted for digitizing parts of the 
archive (In total: 100 000 SEK å ú10 000)

Å2012-2014: The archival holding ñCò is digitized

Å2014: Work is started on archival holding ñBò
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The steps of the ongoing digitizing

1. Overview scanning of the binders in 

Holding C

2. Scanning of all individual cards in 

Holding C

3. Scanning of individual cards in Holding B 

and ñC-Annexò, to complement the 

geographical coverage
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All filesdelivered in òByggnet.comò



Binders: All pages, also empty backsides and separators
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From bindersto boxes


